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a Welcome to 


TONIGHT'S four-team tournament at Plough 
Lane, the first this season, brings an interesting 
selection of riders into competition. It is 
especially pleasing to be able to welcome 
World Champion Peter Collins back to Wimble- 
don for his second visit of the season. 

The Plough Lane track record holder heads 
a strong Belle Vue quartet but PC currently 
finds himself in the midst of an incredibly busy 
programme. He had two meetings on Good 
Friday, another at Belle Vue on Saturday, spent 
Sunday in Amsterdam with the World Cham- 
pions troupe, returned for Halifax on Monday, 
had Tuesday off(!), was at White City yesterday 
and now . . . Wimbledon. But that isn’t the end 
of it. He is at Hackney tomorrow, Belle Vue on 
Saturday and leads an English longtracker team 
into action at Chasewater on Sunday. 

Backing Peter tonight will be 1976 World 
Finalist Chris Morton—in great form so far this 
year, though he had a disappointing Spring 
Classic—Les Collins and Chris Turner, in his 
first full time year with the Aces after riding for 
Ellesmere Port. 

The opposition will come from White City, 
Hackney and, of course, the Dons. White City 
will be looking to Gordon Kennett, one of the 
most improved riders over the past 12 months, 
to spearhead their claim. Gordon’s support will 
come from Trevor Geer, Marek Cieslak (their 
new Polish signing who shares digs with Edward 
Jancarz and Stefan Salomonsson) and Kai 
Niemi, a revelation this term. 

Cieslak and Niemi have little experience of 
Plough Lane but are both tenacious, determined 
riders. 

Hackney’s top rider, Dave Morton, is an 
enigmatic visitor to this track. He has turned in 
some scintillating rides and some very poor 
ones. What mood will Dave be in this evening? 
Time will tell and, like his brother Chris, he will 
want to improve on his Spring Classic display. 

The Hawks foursome also features Keith 
White, old Wimbledon favourite Trevor Hedge 
and Barry Thomas, who like Morton can be as 
good as any rider round Plough Lane. 

Wimbledon’s quartet of Edward Jancarz, 
Larry Ross, Stefan Salomonsson and skipper 
Mick Hines will have their work cut out, The 
final leg of this tournament is at Hackney 
tomorrow (8.00 p.m.). 













Silencers, Silencers — 


Go Away! 


LAST MONDAY’S match against Ipswich cer- 

tainly came to an exciting climax ... and a 
controversial one. There was great deliberation in 
the pits before referee Gordon Little finally decided 
that John Louis be excluded from Heat 13. We felt 
then, and still do, that his decision was the right one 
but it was an unhappy end to a close match. 

Silencers troubles apart, Louis looked in very good nick again, 

and after his relatively slow start to the season Tiger is back at 

his best. It was a funny match, though, with so many races finishing 

3-3. 

Tonight we switch to four-team competition, with our rivals from 
Belle Vue, White City and Hackney joining us in the third round of the 
London/Northern Trophy. First blood on Saturday went to the Aces, with 

White City second and Hackney third, so the Dons have a lot of ground to 

make up this evening. 

| mentioned in some previous programme notes that tonight we can look 

forward to seeing both Peter Collins and his brother Les riding here, and 

the talk at Belle Vue is all about Les’s great riding this year. We will have 
our work cut out, especially with other riders of the quality of Chris 

Morton, Gordon Kennett, Dave Kennett and the rest here as well, but go to 

it you Dons! 

Next week we have another great contest in store, with a visit by Coventry 
and the fabulous Ole Olsen. Coventry have been going great guns so far this 

season, with Ole in tremendous form. Their heat leader trio of Olsen, 

Alan Molyneaux and Mitch Shirra dropped only one point at home to King’s 

Lynn last Saturday, and the Bees also won well at Leicester. 

But | have been pleased with the way the Wimbledon boys have ridden so far. 

They have had a few problems down in the pits but we are not ones to come 

out with an endless stream of excuses. Nevertheless, it was great to see Roger 

Johns riding with fire and determination last Monday and if he keeps that up 

Roger will be knocking on the door of a heat leader spot. Eddie Jancarz has 

settled down well, has shown a real liking for the Wimbledon track and I’m sure 

he, too, will get better and better. 

Brendon Shilleto and Brian Canning, two of our juniors, have been making 

people sit up and take notice with their riding for Canterbury and let's not forget 
Colin Richardson, a prolific scorer for Eastbourne this season, and a definite star 
in the making. Colin beat Ed Jancarz in last Monday's Consolation Final and I’m 

more and more convicned that this boy is a terrific prospect. 

After all the bad weather of the opening weeks of the season, the track was in prime condition last 

Monday, yet times were slower than in previous weeks and it was never easy to come from the back. 

Speedway is a funny game. Coventry’s have one of the best track surfaces in the country, but it 

doesn’t make for good racing. Still, we'll see how the Bees like Plough Lane next week. See you then. . 


Wimbledon Scene 


FROM THE MANAGER'S DESK 


to the 


with Philip Rising 


PRIDE of place on next month’s speedway 
calendar undoubtedly goes to the seven match 
international series between England and the 
Rest of the World, commencing at the White 
City on May 11. Subsequent matches are 
scheduled for: Ipswich (May 12), Coventry 
(May 21), Reading (May 23), Hull (May 25), 
Sheffield (May 26), Bristol (May 27). 

The series, which will be sponsofed by 
Bulmers Strongbow, with the first encounter 
covered by the “World of Sport’ TV cameras, 
and already interest in the clash of speedway’s 
biggest names is at a peak. 

England’s international team has blossomed 
in recent years and gone from strength to 
strength. Paradoxically it is too strong. No other 
country in the world can match the power of 
the English at seven-man team events. So, if 
one country cannot match England, then a 
Rest of the World squad is the logical answer. 

Included in the World squad for the seven 
matches will be: Ivan Mauger, Ole Olsen, Egon 
Muller, Anders Michanek, Barry Briggs, John 
Boulger, Billy Sanders, Phil Crump, Scott 
Autrey... impressive, to say the least. 

England, led by World Champion Peter 
Collins and Malcolm Simmons, runner-up in 
the 1976 World Final, will no doubt also call 
upon John Louis, Dave Jessup, Martin Ashby, 
Gordon Kennett, Chris and Dave Morton, 
Michael Lee, Doug Wyer and so on. 

/t is going to be interesting to decide what 
policy the English selectors adopt. Will it be 
horses for courses or a squad for the entire 
series? Either way the matches should rank 
among the season’s greatest meetings. 





Next week we have Coventry — and that 
means Ole Olsen — at Wimbledon. And, in 
addition to the league match, there will be a 
special second half sponsored by Ricard. 

Ricard, if you haven't heard, are sponsors 
of Ivan Mauger and the great Kiwi will be here 
at Plough Lane... not riding, but to present 
the trophies. Ricard annually throw a Press 
Conference to announce details of their Mauger 
sponsorship and this year’s gatk ring of 
speedway scribes will take place here at Plough 
Lane next Thursday. Speaking as one of that 
journalistic clan, my thanks to Ricard and, 
after all, where better to stage a speedway 
Press Conference than at a meeting. 

Ole’s Coventry side have already shown 
signs of being one of the season’s leading 
contenders for honours, and Ole himself, riding 
the works 4-valve Jawa, has been in scintillating 
form. Ole, refreshed and eager for success 
again after a winter’s break from racing, is full 
of enthusiasm for his young Bees, which 
include Mitch Shirra, the much-improved Alan 
Molyneux and Tommy Nilssen, who has 
replaced Jiri Stancl. 

Incidentally, talking of 4-valve Jawas, the 
first delivery of these new bikes is expected by 
UK Agent Barry Briggs in May. But demand is 
heavy — over 250 orders have been place. 
“More will be on the way,” says Briggo, “and | 
shall be going to the factory soon to try and 
hurry things along. Ole’s riding this year has 
given the engine another boost.” 

We've yet to see a Jawa 4-valver at 
Wimbledon but Olsen, all being well, will ride 
one next Thursday in what promises to be a 
great night. 





The Management reserves the right of admission and the right to alter or abandon the programme. 
Should it*be necessary, through any cause, to abandon the meeting prior to the completion of the 
sixth race, tickets giving free admission to a subsequent meeting will be issued. In no circumstances 


will any money be refunded. 


BETTING IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED AT ALL SPEEDWAY MEETINGS 








Top: Edward Jancarz in action Bottom: Peter Collins and ‘Mud’ at Wimbledon last year. 





London/Northern Trophy 


FOUR TEAM TOURNAMENT 


WIMBLEDON—DONS 
1. Edward Jancarz 

2. Mick Hines 

3. Larry Ross 

4. Stefan Salomonsson 
R. GolireRichardsom 


WHITE CITY—REBELS 
5 Gordon Kennett 





6 Marek Cieslak 
7 Kai Niemi 
8 Trevor Geer 
R_ Rob Jones 
Substitute Helmet Riders’ Progressive Score 
Heat Rider or Remarks Colour Points Dons _ Rebels Aces Hawks 











Peter Collins ——..sssesessessesseeee 
Gordon Kennett ..........ssesseeeee 
S.SalOMONSSON  wasecscsseseesseeeee 
Keith White ——— .aceesasecesesesees 


Marek Cieslak — .......ssseseseeeeee 
Larry FOSSi~ ©) ixsedsassscssueenves 
Dave Morton f 
Chris Turner 
Mick Hines 
Chris Morton 
Trevor Geer 

Trevor Hedge 

















Kai Niemi 
Edward Jancarz .. 
Barry Thomas 
Les Collins 


Chris Morton 
Barry Thomas 
Marek Cieslak 
S.Salomonsson’ 

















Larry Ross 
Les Collins 
Trevor Hedge 
Gordon Kennett ........cesseseereee 







Dave Morton — ..sssesesseeeeoneeee 
Peter Collins —— .ssssseceeesseneeees 
Kai Niemi —_saeaceceseseeeeneees 
Mick HineS —sacsessceceereneeees 













: Substitute Helmet Riders’ Progressive Score 
Heat Rider or Remarks Colour Points Dons Rebels Aces 


Chris Turner 
Keith White 
Edward Jancarz 
Trevor Geer 


Hawks 








Trevor Geer 

S.Salomonsson 
}- Les Collins 

Dave Morton 


Keith White 
Kai Niemi 
Chris Morton 
Larry Ross 


Gordon Kennett 
Chris Turner 
Mick Hines 
Barry Thomas 


Trevor Hedge 
Marek Cieslak 
Peter Collins 
Edward Jancarz 


eeeaiertes Larry Ross 
Peter Collins 


S.Salomonsson 
Trevor Hedge 
Chris Turner 

\) Time Kai Niemi 


Les Collins 

Mick Hines 

Keith White 

Marek Cieslak _...... 


Edward JancarzZ wu .essecesesesses 
Devediontom = .§9. MAILITN. 
Gordon Kennett ........cceseesseeee 
Chris Morton —....ssseeseeseerenes 


RA 


siVia 


15 minute interval after heat 8 weather permitting 





Whether you ride on four wheels or two, 
get protection plus with Gulf Motor Oils 


Gulf Multi G 20W/50 - one of the 
world’s great multigrade motor oils. 
Excellent protection plus quick- 
starting from cold plus low oil 
consumption at high temperatures. 
Gulf Formula G 30 & 40-a high 
performance monograde motor oil 


used by many top-class speedway 
riders. Exceptional protection against 
wear under stress conditions plus 
longer periods between oil changes. 
Gulf Motor Oils in their new can 
designs are available at retail outlets 
and Gulf service stations. 








ROB JONES 

















BRENDAN SHILLETO 








MARCH 

Wed 16 White City (Ch) L29—49 
Thu 17 Sheffield (GBL) W43—35 
Thu 24 Daily Express Spring Classic Sanders 
Sat 26 Coventry (GBL) L48—29 
Wed 30 Poole (SGC) L50—28 
Thu 31 Exeter (SGC) W45—32 
APRIL L37—41 
Thu = 7 ~ Poole (SGC) Belle Vue 
Sat 9 Belle Vue (LNT) D39-—39 


BHM 11 Ipswich (GBL) 


Wed 13 White City (LNT) 

Thu 14 London/Northern Trophy 
Fri 15 Hackney (LNT) 

Sat 16 Cradley (GBL) 

Mon 18 Exeter (SGC) 

Thu 21 Coventry (GBL) 

Mon 25 Birmingham (GBL) 
Thu 28 Bristol (SGC) 

MAY 

Wed 4 Hull (GBL) 

Thu ‘5 Leicester (GBL) 

Thu 12 Birmingham (GBL) 
Thu 19 Sheffield (GBL) 

Fri 20 Bristol (SGC) 

Thu 26 Swindon (GBL) 

Sat 28 Swindon (GB".) 

JUNE 

Thu 2 Reading (GBL) 

BHM _ 6 Embassy Internationale 
Tue 7 |Ipswich (GBL) 

Thu 9 Wolverhampton (GBL) 
Thu 16 Bristol (KO2) 

Fri 17 Bristol (KO2) 

Thu 23 Reserved 

Thu 30 Hull (GBL) 

JULY 

Thu 7 Golden Wonder Fours 


(Wim/Hack/Reading/WC) 


1977 FIXTURES 


Wed 13 Poole (GBL) 

Thu 14 Exeter (GBL) 

Sat 16 Belle Vue (GBL) 
Thu 21 Bristol (GBL) 

Fri 22 Bristol (GBL) 

Thu 28 Belle Vue (GBL) 
AUGUST 

Thu 4 Reserved 

Tue 9 Leicester (GBL) 
Thu 11 The Laurels 

Thu 18 Cradley United (GBL) 
Sat 20 King’s Lynn (GBL) 
Thu 25 Halifax (GBL) 
Mon 28 White City (GBL) 
BHM 28 White City (GBL) 


SEPTEMBER 


Thu 1 Hackney (GBL) 

Mon 5 Exeter (GBL) 

Thu 8 Grand Prix (QR) 

Mon 12 Reading (GBL) 

Thu 15 Poole (GBL) 

Sat 17 Halifax (GBL) 

Thu = 22 King’s Lynn (GBL) 

Fri 23 Wolverhampton (GBL) 

Sat 24 National League Riders’ 
Championship 

Thu 29 Reserved 

OCTOBER 

Thu 6 White City (LC) 

Wed 12 White City (LC) 

Thu 13 Hackney (LC) 

Fri 14 Hackney (LC) 

Thu 20 Reserved 

“Thu 27 Reserved 


(Home matches shown in Bold) 

Key: (Ch)Challenge; (GBL)Gulf British League; 
(SGC)Spring Gold Cup; (LNT) London/Northern 
Trophy; (KO)Knock-out Cup; (QR) Qualifying 
Round; (LC)London Cup. 





DATES TO REMEMBER 


World Final, Gothenburg, September 2 

World Team Cup Fina], Wroclaw, September 18 
World Pairs Final, Belle Vue, July 2 

World Team Cup, British qualifying round, 
Reading, June 19 

Inter-Continental Final, White City, August 21 
British Final, Coventry, July 13 


Grand Prix, White City, October 5 

Embassy Internationale, Wimbledon, June 6 
BL Pairs Championship, Ipswich, 
September 29. 

England vs. Rest of the World 

(To be confirmed) 

White City (May 11), Ipswich (May 12), 
Coventry (May 21), Reading (May 23), 

Hull (May 25), Bristol! (May 27). 





Thursday, 21st April at 7.45 p.m. 


WIMBLEDON versus COVENTRY (Gulf British League) 





NEXT THURSDAY 
DONS V COVENTRY 
GULF BRITISH LEAGUE 


The best in the world 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 
| AND FRIDAY PLUS 
‘\ MANY MONDAYS _ 


EVERY SATURDAY 
“x STOCKS, SUPER STOCKS 
#t=\45. HOTRODS, MIDGETS 
: OR BANGERS 





; FULLY LICENSED - SNACKS- 
PROFESSIONAL TUITION 
SPORTSWEAR SHOP: RACKET HIRE 


